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Words from the Gala Chair………

On behalf of the Indian American Forum board of trustees, I 
would like to welcome you to the seventh annual Outstanding 
Women’s Achievement Gala and thank you for your continuing 
support of our mission. I know I speak for everyone on our 
board in saying that we take great pride in honoring the women 
here today. We recognize the enormous contributions and 
achievements made by them and are extremely pleased to 
acknowledge these outstanding women from our community.
IAF will continue to empower women, as well as, find
collaborative ways to nurture the Indian culture and heritage in 
America. We are all ambassadors of humanity and 
understanding and we hope to create more of a positive 
influence amongst our growing and diverse local communities.

Thank you all again for your support

Sincerely,
Shammi Singh
Gala Chair
Indian American Forum



CCongratulations 
and Best  Wishes

to
all the Honorees

for being inspiration 
& extraordinary

and 
Indian American Forum

for the 
great work

Integrated Brokerage Services, Inc.
Risk Management, Insurance & Financial Services

Neil Anand, Anuj Rihal & Paul Malhotra
303 Sunnyside Boulevard Plainview, NY 11803
Phone: (516) 997-2900 Fax: (516) 997-2910

Email: neila@ibsinsurance.com





CCongratulations 

to

all the Honorees

on their 

remarkable accomlishments

and Indian American Forum

for the 

Women's Achievement gala

•
Dr. Azad Anand
Dr. Nutan Anand

Board of Trustees
Indian American Forum





"The empowered woman is powerful beyond 

measure and beautiful beyond description 

which is exactly what you all are"

Congratulations to all of the 

amazing honorees 

and thank you for your 

inspiration and ambition! 

Love,

Rohini, Inesha and Shammi



J. Nami Kaur

Jasbir “Nami” Kaur is a freelance marketing communications 
consultant and volunteer in four organizations, after completing 
a corporate career at IBM Corporation.  

Nami is donating her skills and services to the non profit 
sector. First, she serves on the Executive Board of Children’s 
Hope India (CHI); a New York based non profit organization. At 
CHI, she initiated its Social Media engagements, coordinated 

the development of its Business Plan with an intern from New York University, and led 
the project to develop its new website with a team of CH2 volunteers and an external 
website contractor. She also manages CHI relationships with the South Asian media to 
distribute Press Releases and host selected media at its flagship fundraiser events. 
Nami manages outreach initiatives with selected dignitaries to invite them, solicit their 
congratulatory letters for the event journal, and host them at CHI key events.  

Second, she is currently the Chair of the Media Council at GOPIO (Global Organization 
of People of Indian Origin) International, a global advocacy NGO for people of Indian 
background living outside India. Additionally, at GOPIO she is the Editor of the monthly 
GOPIO Newsletter. Previously she completed a four year term as Secretary of GOPIO 
International, and has served as a volunteer since 1989. She manages relationships 
and communications with the South Asian media via press releases, alerts, and press 
conferences.  
Third, she was elected to serve on the Board of her Riveredge Coop Building where 
she resides. Her focus, along with the normal Board responsibilities, has been to 
improve communications between the Board, Property Management and the Resident 
Shareholders. Towards this end she led a team of resident volunteer editors to develop 
and distribute a quarterly newsletter for the Riveredge community.
Fourth, she volunteers at the New York Botanical Garden in different assignments at 
their public relations programs department. She serves as a roaming docent for their 
key exhibit shows, and as one of many ambassadorial faces of the Garden for the 
public she receives, ushers, and guides visitors to have a delightful experience at the 
Garden.
Her 32 year career at IBM consisted of three sequential tracks in Technology, Marketing 
and Communications. During her last assignment she was the Analyst and Influencer 
Relations Manager within the Communications Group at IBM.  She led the external 
communications with focus on IT and industry analysts for Media & Entertainment, 
Consumer Electronics, Healthcare and Life Sciences industries.  
Nami holds an MBA in Marketing from New York University, an MS in Computer 
Science and Mathematics, and a BA in Physics from State University of New York 
in Buffalo. 

Contact: namique@gmail.com    (914) 476-2082
Address: 3 David Lane, Apt 8N, Yonkers, New York 10701                 . 
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Ananga Manjari Malatesta Gonzalez 

Ananga Manjari Malatesta Gonzalez is a teacher and dancer 
of the school Gopeswara Danza. She has performed 
Classical dance of India both in Peru and abroad (India, 
Canada, Argentina, Chile, Bolivia, Malaysia and China). 

She has been learning dance from a very young age. Besides 
learning from her Gurus, she has been blessed to take workshops from some of the 
greatest exponents of dance including Padma Bhushan Dr Sonal Mansingh, Dr Janaki 
Rangarajan and Smt. Indira Kadambi to name a few. 

She has also participated in major festivals and performances in both India and 
Malaysia with her teacher Shankar Kandasamy, bringing with her recognitions and 
merits in each of her presentations. She was bestowed the titles of " Yogyata Patra" & 
"NrityaJyothi" for excellence in her performances.

Ananga Manjari has extensive knowledge not only in the style of Bharatanatyam 
Dance she is also trained in ballet and contemporary from the age of 7.







When you’re ready
to make a difference,
we’re ready to help

Merrill Lynch congratulates 
Pinky Rangi.

Giving back to your community is important to you - and to us. That’s why 
we’re committed to helping you make a difference.

The Bull Symbol and Merrill Lynch are trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.
CRPC® and Chartered Retirement Planning CounselorSM are registered service marks of the College for Financial Planning.
© 2018 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. | ARV3MQ8V | MLWM-101-AD | 470945PM-1017 | 10/2017

Investment products:

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated, a 
registered broker-dealer and Member SIPC, and other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation.

 Are Not FDIC Insured  Are Not Bank Guaranteed  May Lose Value 

Yatin K Doshi, CRPC®
Senior Vice President
Wealth Management Advisor

Merrill Lynch

Merrill Lynch
200 Park Ave. 13th Fl.
New York, NY 10166
212.338.6017
http://fa.ml.com/yatin.doshi





CC o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  

to

 the honorees

of 

Outstanding Women's 

Achievement G ala

&

Indian American Forum

for 

ser vice to communit y

Surinder & Nirmala Rametra

Board of Trustees

Indian American Forum









Dr. Isha Mehta 

Dr. Isha Mehta is President of Rotary Club of Jericho Sunrise 
for 2017-2018. Rotary is a global network of 1.2 million 
leaders and problem-solvers who act to create lasting change 
– across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves-by 
using their passion, energy, and intelligence to solve real 
problems with real commitment and vision through 
sustainable projects in areas from literacy and peace to water 
and health. Rotary Club of Jericho Sunrise, since its inception, 

has been a partner to continue the mission of Rotary locally and globally with 
dedicated Rotarians.
Dr. Isha Mehta is the Chief of Gynecology at Elmhurst Hospital, a Mt. Sinai 
Hospital affiliate, a position she has held for 15 years.  She is also a clinical assistant 
professor at Icahn School of Medicine at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine since 
2000.
Dr. Mehta has been working with women in need for more than 25 years. Her many 
years of experience in helping women have convinced her that a healthy woman is 
essential for a successful family and the society. Her research and opinions on 
women’s health and medical practices have been published in peer-reviewed journals 
and medical texts.
Dr. Mehta has organized and participated in gynecological and healthcare camps in 
New York City, Honduras, Guatemala and Ethiopia and rural India. She has 
also traveled to Bangladesh and Guatemala several times for surgical camps. Her 
ability to speak several languages allows her work to attain a wider berth of impact 
and transcend beyond man-made barriers. One of her personal missions is to make a 
difference in a person by a person, of which these health care camps are just the 
beginning of fulfilling such a dream.
When Dr. Mehta and her colleges founded A Stitch in Time, they knew it would be a 
timeless organization as it creates clear-cut impacts on the lives of the women they 
treat and their families.  In her experience, successful pelvic surgeries are life-
changing, and the benefits are life-long when performed by committed 
and experienced gynecological surgeons. For the past five years since its inception, A 
Stich in Time has grown and the impact it has made on women’s lives, young and old, 
is immeasurable.
Her husband, Dr. Parag Mehta is Senior Vice Chairman of Department of Medicine 
and Chief Medical Information Officer of New York-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist 
Hospital, affiliated with Weil Cornell Medical School and New York Presbyterian 
System. Her daughter, Ruju, is an Environmental Engineer working at WSP and other 
daughter, Setu, is a freshman at Harvard University and is motivated to follow her 
dream in medicine. 

a
Rotary Cluuuub ooooof Jerich
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CCong r a t u l a t i o n s  
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Board of Trustees
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Aditi Patil 

Since middle school, Aditi felt instinctively that computer 
science was not for her–it was “too nerdy,” a “boy’s thing.” 

However, this changed completely when, with encouragement from her guidance 
counselor, Aditi took an Introduction to Java Programming course as a freshman in 
high school. After her interest piqued in the subject, she then enrolled in a summer 
coding camp at the Flatiron Academy in New York City. There, Aditi was amazed to 
learn about the wonderful lifestyle of a coder, and become excited to be a part of the 
computer science community. With increased involvement, Aditi was shocked to hear 
about the large disparity between men and women and racial gap in the field. To 
spread her love for coding, Aditi became an intern at a local Girls Who Code club, 
where they created projects through Scratch and Java. 

Not content to stop there, Aditi founded a non-profit organization called XX Coders at 
her high school, where an enthusiastic group of young women meet regularly to 
support each other in their interests in computer science. Through XX Coders, she 
has been able to get more involved in her own community, creating a summer camp in 
2017 and year around after school clubs at Half Hollow and Wyandanch schools  for 
girls from the community of Wyandanch and also teaching children with special needs 
how to code. Outside of computer science, Aditi enjoys playing tennis, participates in 
Academic Team at her school, and is the STEM editor for her high school’s 
newspaper, the HSE Thunderbird. She is also very active in research and was 
fortunate enough to conduct computer science research last summer at Columbia 
University’s Lamont Doherty Observatory and awarded as semi finalist in Regeneron 
Science competition( Intel)   and prior to that, Yale University’s MRI Center. She hopes 
to continue her XX Coders pursuits in throughout college and beyond as her love for 
computer science continues to grow.

Currently a senior at HSE, Aditi is proud to announce that she has officially been 
accepted into Columbia University. She will be attending New York’s prestigious 
university in the fall of 2018.

XXCoders: https://xxcoders.com
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/aditipatilxxcoders/





Indian American Forum Senior Program
Indian American Forum meets every fourth Tuesday of 
every month at the Bethpage community Senior Center, 
at 103 Grumman Road, Bethpage, NY.  We meet from 
10.00 AM thru 4.00PM.  We play games like cards and 
carom and there are facilities available to play pool and 
table tennis.  We have a presentation by a disguised 
person on different topics including health, taxation or 
any other interesting topic pertaining to senior. Lunch is 
ordered as per choice. Is attended by approximately 
30-50 people.

All are welcome to join us and enjoy the day with other 
seniors. It is coordinated by the panel below.

Mrs Nirmala Rametra        Anu Gulati
      631 269 7744           516 795 1588

Vijay Goswamy
 516 808 8215





Congratulations 
to

 Reema Rasool

and all the honorees

of Outstanding Women's 

Achievement Gala
We love you Reems! 

Mom, Dad, Omar, Noah & Kaeleb

R ool



Reema Rasool  

Reema Rasool is a luxury branding strategist and 
marketing expert with years of experience in 
business development, content strategy, social 
media strategy, image building, media relations and 
international marketing and market launch. Her work 
has spanned the field from fashion to tech to 

finance.

Reema is the principal of LUXE Consulting Groupe, a New York City 
based international marketing firm, which specializes in marketing 
financial products to international investors.

Reema has worked for and with Conde Nast, Edelman International, 
JINGO Media, IMG, LVMH, Wells Fargo and the Bulgari family to name a 
few over the years. Reema has also consulted and held titles at many 
fashion tech start-ups. She is the founder of SAYWE,  a national women 
entrepreneurs trade association that has been underwritten by Fortune 
500 companies for the last 8 years.

Reema’s latest venture ElleBhi, is closing its first seed round of funding 
(all women led) and brings together her backgrounds in high fashion and 
social change. 

Reema has her degrees in the fine art of creative writing from NYU Tisch 
School and is the proud mom of 2 beautiful boys. 





Congratulations
to all our Honorees

and

Sincere thanks to the

Board Members 

Supporters, Sponsors

and Volunteers






